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But I would not have you to be ig- 
norant, Brethen, concerning them 
which are aſleep that ye ſorrow not, 
even as others which have no hope. 
For if we believe that IE s us died, 
and roſe again, even ſo them al- 
ſo which ſleep in Jasus will God, 
bring with him. 


H E Apoſtle having given the 

= Theſalonians ſome Directi- 
ons for an holy Life in the 
| former part of this Chapter, 
proceeds towards the latter End, to of- 
fer ſome Arguments to moderate their 
Sorrow for the Dead. He does not 
forbid the giving ſome way to their 
Grief, but would have it confin'd with- 
in the Compaſs of Reaſon and Chri- 
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Faithful at Death, nor their Reſurrec- 
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tion to by Life at. the laſt Day 
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web but if we are ſatisfied that they 
are gone to. ſleep ia Ixsus, and that in 


the Morning of the Reſurrection they 


ſhall awake 5 a glorious Immortality ; 
If we have Reaſon to apprehend that 


| we ſhall be caught up together with 


them in the Clouds, and ſhall meet the 
Loxp, in the Air, and be ever with 


Him, we ſhould then dry up our Tears, 


or at leaſt not ſorrow as them who 
have no Hope. 

That I may improve this Subject ſai uit- 
ably to the preſent Occaſion, I ſhall con- 
ſider theſe three Things. 


I. TRE Apolile's Deſcription - of the 


Death of the Faithful. They ſeep in 


II. THE 88 he gives us of thels 
Reſurrection, and of CuxisT's ſe- 
cond Coming; for if we believe that 
Isus died and roſe again, even ſo 
855 alſo which ſleep is Jusus, will 

Gov bring with bim. 


III. TAE Concluſion he draws from 


the Whole; * 5 * we ſhould 


at 
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1 
not ſorrow - for them that are aſlerp, 
| as thoſe "that have # He. 9 


„Firſt, 1 guy TY <onder the A 
12 ion of the Death of the Faiths 


hey lep; and n in Jr. 


* 


"Faſt, Tris Faithful whih hy the g ke 
Ar this is a ſoft Repreſentation of their 
manner of dying, and Continuance itt 
the Grave: Who is afraid of gving to 
XZ fſleep? Nay, who is not deſirous of it, 
When he ſpent and tired with tlie 
Labours of the Day? But then we muſt 
remember that our * at Death 
relates only to the Body, an 
Soul: It has been cb Opinion of ſome 


that call 1 Chriſtians, that 


the Soul and Body ſleep together in 
the Grave till the Morning of the Re- 


ſurrection, but the Abſurdity of this 


Doctrine will appear from theſe two 
Conſiderations. 

(.) FxoM the Nature of the Soul 
Which is a Thiaking Being and not lis 
able to ſleep even while it is in the Bo- 
dy. Thought is as eſſential to the Mind 
of Man, as Extenſion is to his Body ; 
if you would ſeparate Extenfion from 


Body, you muſt deſtroy its very Be- 


ing, in like manner if you take away 
Thought 
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Thought. from the Soul, it is no longer 
a Spirit, but is annihilated . and loſt. 
Our Souls are awake when our Bodies 
are aſleep, as appears from our Dreams 
and Viſions in the 000 5 they are in 


Action _—_ the is at Reſt; I 


confeſs we. don't NN remember our 
Thoughts in the Night, becauſe the Or- 
gans of the Body, upon the Exerciſe 


of which qur Memory depends are 


ment to the Employment of the Mind, 


for as Nature declines we find our Me- 


Eccl. xii. 
** 


mories decay, though our Souls are as 
active and conſcious as before: They 
are of a diſtinct · Nature and have di- 


ſtinct Powers and Faculties from the 


Body : . Conſciouſneſs enters their very 
Eſſence and is inſeparable. from their 


Beings ; ;; and therefore if the 10 exiſt at 


all after Death, it is f le they 
ſhould fall aſſeep. 
(2.) Burt. — 3 will appear more e- 


| vidently, if we recollect the Teſtimonies 


of Scripture to this Purpoſe, King So- 
lomon ſpe peaking of our Departure out of 
this World, ſays, then ſhall the Duſt re- 


turn to the Earth as it was, but the 
92 ſhall return to Gop that gave it. 

ſuppoſes that there are two diffe- 
rent Subſtances, in Man which are ſe- 
e at Death, that one of them, 
which 


Hut up; but this is no real Impedi- 
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which is the Boy, goes downward in- 
to the Grave, but that the Spirit aſs — 
eends immediately to Gov. Our,Blefſed .. -» . 
SAV10UR inſtructed his | Diſciples in this 
Truth when he encourag' d them zot to 
fear them that could kill the Body, hut were xt. x. 
not able to kill the Soul; from whence 12. 
they were to conclude, that there Souls 
were not at the Mercy of their Enemies, 
nor within the Common Laws of i 
Mortality. But what then becomes of 3 
them at Death? They muſt certainly | 
exiſt: in a ſeparate State of | Happineſs 
or Miſery, according to their Behar. 
viour in the Body; the ſeparate Exif © 
tence of. Souls with their Conſciouſ- 
neſs without the. Body is farther evident, 
from the Repreſentation which is given 
of the Souls of the Martyrs, Rev. vi. 9, 10. 
which, tho? it be an Allegory, if it 
ſignify any thing, muſt certainly con- 
firm this Truth: Their Bodies were 
ſlain' for their Teftimony to the Word 
of Gop,' but their Souls were under the 
Altar, that is, in a ſeparate State: Nei- 
ther were they aſleep, but crying with 
a loud Voice, How long O Lox p 
Holy and True doſt thou not judge 
and avenge our Blood on them that 
dwell-on the Earth. Beſides. it is clear 
to a Demonſtration that this was the 
ſetled Perſuaſion of the Primitive Chri- 
W ſtians; 
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Aaingtorthe Apoſtle tellathe Corinthians 
that they were confident of this, that 


2 be preſent: "with the Lone 
1 defired rather ta di- 


 partoutof the We ze with 
DUnntsr. Our SAaviouk. promiſed the 
Thief upon the Cros, this Day thou 
ze with me in Paradiſe : And 
whilft the Fews: were ſtoning St. Ste- 
en to death; he recommended his 


theſe Words, Loyd Jxsus receive my 
irit, aud when he bad ſaid this, he 
aſleep; from all which it is evi 
dent that the ſlerping of the Faithful. at 
Death muſt relate only to their Bo- 


dies. 
Ann i it is uſual with the Iafpired Wri- 


ters to repreſent the Death of the Bo- 


dy after this manner; aur Friend I 
zarus ſleepeth, ſays CAn13 T concerning 
Ee ng 
the L 
on ſays, mb, 17, net all ſeep, but we 
ſhall 4 " ahang'd in 4 Moment, in the 
twinkling of an Eye, 1 Cor XV. 51, 
And this will appear. a very proper and 
Juſt:repreſentation:of Death, if we cane 
fider W between the. two 
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Firſt, Tuev that are aſleep, are in- 
ſenſible of every thing that "paſſes with- 
out them; they neither ſee, nor hear, 
nor are conſcious of any Thing; the... 
Senſes are bound up, and the Windows 
of the Body ſhut ſo cloſe, that the Soul 
can have no Communication with ex- 
ternal Objects: In like manner they 
that are dead are ſhut up in the Grave, 
and haveno farther Communication with 
our World. Whilſt they were in the 
Body they were ſollicitous for their own 
and their Families Welfare, they rejoy- 
ced in the Proſpect of their doing well 
in the World,” and were ſenſibly touch- 
ed with all their Afflictions; but now 
their Concern is at an End, for ſince 
Abraham is ignorant of us, and Iſaac 
acknowledgeth us not, we may be 
ſure the Joys of the Saints in Heaven 
are not interrupted, with the Cala- 
mities of thoſe they have left behind 
them upon Earth: This is repreſented 
in the Book of Job, in an elegant 
Manner. Thou changeſt Man's Counte- 
mance and ſendeſt him away, his Sons 
come to Honour and he knoweth it not, 
and they are brought low, aud he per- 
ceiveth it not of them. He is like a - 
Man in a foreign Country that knows 
nothing of what is doing at Home; Nay, 


the FEſalmiſt fays, that when our Breath 5. 1 
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goes forth, wereturn to the Earth, and 
in that very Day our thoughts periſh": 
that is, our Purpoſes and Deſigns, 
5 as Job explains it, Job xvii. 11. My 
Days. are paſt, my Purfoſes are broken, 

even the thoughts of my Heart, 

_ Secondly, THev that are aſleep are 

at Reſt, While we are awake we 

are in Motion and Buſineſs ; but 

at Night, we retire and go to reſt : 

The Grave is therefore compar'd to a 

Bed, I/. lvii. 1. the Righteous periſh- 

eth aud 10 Man lays it to heart, but 

they ſhall reſt in their Beds, The Grave 

is the Chriſtian's reſting Place, there 
he ceaſes from all his Labours of Bo- 

- dy and Mind, for there is neither Work, 
Eccl. ix. zor Device, nor Knowledge, nor Wiſ- 
f dom in the Grave; and from all the 
& uneaſy Paſſions of Grief and Sorrow, 

| ariſing from the Toils and Diſappoint- 
ments of Lite, for there is no more Sor. 

Rev. xxi. YOW Z0Y crying or any more Death for 
l 4. the former Things are paſt away. He 
| 
| 


am _& 


. 


ceaſes alſo from Sin and Temptation, 

and from the Oppreſſions and Perſecuti- 

| ons of ungodly Men, for there the Wick- 
2 Job ili ed 9 troubling, and there the 
3. Weary are at reſt. When the Chriſti» 
an lays down the Body of Fleſh he 

quits all the Employments of Life at 

once, his Work is done, and if it be 

well 
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well done, he is Happy, for Bleſſed are Rev. air. 
the Dead that die in the Load, be- | 
cauſe they reſt from their Laborrs. 
- Thirdly, Tux Sleep of the Body is 
not Perpetual. We ſleep and awake as 
gain, and in this it reſembles the Death 
of the Faithful, for though they ſleep in 
the Grave for many Ages, they will 
awake in the Morning of the Reſur- 
rection: The laſt Enemy that ſhall be 
deſtroyed is Death, as it is written, O Hoc. xiii. 
Death I will be thy Plague, O Grave 14 
I twill be thy Deſtructioan. Almighty 
Power can as eaſily gather together 
the Duſt of the Body, after it has un- 
dergone divers Changes, and been ſcat- 
ter'd -into diſtant Parts of the World, 
as put Life into a Body that is late- 
ly dead; and though this may ſeem 
hard 'to believe, yet it was the Faith 
of the Saints under the Old Teſtament, | 
as appears from the Example of Job: Job xix. 
I know that my Redeemer lives and that ** 
he ſhall ſiand at the latter Day upon 
the Earth; and though after my Skin, 
Worms deſiroy this Body, yet in my 
Fleſh, I ſhall ſee Gov, whom I ſhall ſee 
for myſelf, and mine Eyes ſhall behald 
and not anothers, though mine Reins are 
conſumed within me; and from another 
Paſſage in the Prophet Daniel where : 
it is — of them that fleep Pen. x. 
2 in 
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in the Duſt of the Earth ſhall wake, 
ſome to Everlaſting Life, and ſome to 
Shame and Everlaſting Contempt. 80 
that we are not to ſleep for ever in 
the Duſt; many Bodies of the Saints 
that were aſleep when our Savious 
was put to Death aroſe and came out 
of their Graves after his Reſurrection; 
and the Reſt of Mankind will ariſe in 
like manner at the Conſummation of all 


Rev. xx. Things, when the Grave will give up 


13. 


its Dead and Death and Hell the Dead 
that are in them, that they may be 
Judged every one according to his Works. 


For as much then as Death is a State 


of Infenſtbility ; a State of Reſt; but 
is to continue no longer than the 
Morning of Reſurrection, it is therefore 
properly compared to Seer. 
Bor, then to diſtinguiſh the Death 
of the Faithful from that of the Wick- 
ed, it is added farther. 

THAT they ſleep iz JE sus. All Men 
when they die go to ſleep, but many 
fall aſleep in their Sins, and are reſer- 
ved in Chains of Darkneſs to the Judg-. 
ment of the. great Day, whereas the 
Faithful who have an Intereſt in Cx IST 
ſleep in IEsus: Sleep is very deſirable 


to one that is weary, but to ſleep in 


Insus, and in the Arms of the Redee- 
mer; to lie down in that Bed where 


He 
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Mrs. Anne Phillibrowne. 12 
He has lain before us, and there to reſt "2 
till the Morning of a glorious and joy- 
full Reſurrection, muſt take away all 
the Terrors of the Grave; tor this Rea- 
ſon the Death of the Saints is ſometimes 
called their dying in the LoxD, Bleſſed 
are the Dead that die in the Loxp; 
ſometimes their dying in CHRIST; 


| the Dead in CarsT ſhall riſe firſt : 
| And here in my Text their ſleeping in 
| Jesus' which muſt include theſe follow- 
ing Things » | 
„Hint, Turin ſleeping in the true Faith 
F Jesus, relying on his Blood for the 
> XZ Forgiveneſs of their Sins; and on his 
. Atonement for their Acceptance with 
> Gov, they commit their departing Souls 
) into his Hands, deſiring that hey may 
be found in him, not having on their 
1 own Righteouſneſs, which is of the 
4 Law, but that which is by the Faitb 
of J=sUs CurrsT, even the Righteouſ- 
1 eſs of Gov by Faith. Both Old and 
y New Teſtament Saints die in the ſame * 
— Faith; thoſe of the Old Teſtament be- 
5 lieved in a Meſſiah to come, and thoſe 
e nin the New Teſtament believe in him 
Tr as already come, who though he was 
e once dead, is now alive and lives for 
* evermore, and has the Keys of Hell and 
_ 


Death. They are acquainted with his 
| | r Perſon, 
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Perſon, they truſt in his Merits, and 
= being fully ſatisfy d that he is able to 
= keep that which they commit to him, 

| they defire no other Saviour, but 
chearfully venture their Salvation with 
him. Thus they go to fleep in the Faith 


— of” IEs us. 2 


bs. = 
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Secondly, Tux x ſleep under the Care 
| and Protection f J&sus, who watches 
JF over their dead Bodies, and is the Guar- 
_ a dian of their Tombs, When our-Bleſ. 
ſed Savious lay in the Grave there 

was an Angel at his Head, and ano- 

ther at his Feet, to > guard and defend 

the Sacred Body, and if the Angels 

are not Guardians of the Duſt of the 

Saints, it is certain the Eye of CHRIST 

is upon it; He obſerves where their Bo- 

dies are buried, and all the Changes 

they paſs under; nor is this a meer 
Conjecture, but a neceſſary Suppoſition 

in order to ſecure the Reſurrection of 

the ſame Body. For if Cux is does not 

obſerve where the Bodies of the Faithful 

lie, and the ſeveral Removes of their ſcat- 

ter d Duſt, how can he gather the Parti- 

cles together, ſo as to ſorm the ſame Bo- 

dy in the Morning of the Reſurrecti- 

on? How could the Apoſtle ſay Tris 

» Corruptible ſhall put on Incorruption, and 

THis mortal Immortality. And it may 

be, this may be included in that Ex- 

preſſion 
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preſſion of the Apoſtle, 2 Iim. i. 12. 
tor I know whom I have believed, and 
I am perſuaded that he is able to keep 
that which I have- committed to him 
till that Day. What does the Chriſti- 
an commit to CrxrisT when he is 
leaving the World? is it only his Soul? 
or may it not alſo include his Body, 
of which he is ſo careful whilſt a- 
live, and ſo deſirous of receiving again, 
at the Reſurrection. wen) 
- Thirdly, Tux go to fleep with a 
firm Perſuafion, that their IEsus will 
not only be the Guardian of their Bo- 
dies whilſt in the Duſt, but that he 


* wtll raiſe them up again to a glorious 
| Immortality at the laſt Day. The Re- 


ſurrection of CuRISsT, is the firſt Fruits 
of them that ſleep, by this we have a 


| Demonſtration that Gop is able to raiſe 
the Dead, and if we believe our Bibles, 


we have no Room to doubt but he 
WILL do it, 1 Cor. xv. 20, Oc. Now is 
CuarisT riſen from the Dead and be- 
come the firſt Fruits of them that ſlept, 
for fince by Man came Death, by Man 
came alſo the Reſurrection of the Dead, 


for as in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt 
ball all be made alive, but every Man in 


I. 
= 


his Order CHRIST the firſt Fruits, after- 
wards they that are CHR IST's at his 
Coming. The. Apoſtle here aſſerts w 

only 
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only the Certainty of the Reſurrection, 
but acquaints us with the Order of it, 


the Dead in CRI r ſhall riſe firſt, they 
ſhall firſt awake out of Sleep, and have 


the Pleaſure of ſeeing the Enemies of 


their Jesvus riſe after them, their wretch- 
ed Bones come together, in order to 


receive a ſuitable Puniſhment for what 


they did upon Earth. The Wicked are 
unwilling that their Bodies ſhould riſe 


out of the Duſt, but wiſh rather that they 


might ſleep for ever, being afraid of the 
Reſurrection and final Judgment; but 
they that are gone to ſleep in IE sus are 
deſirous of it, and are praying for it 


with the Reſt of the Faithful both of the 
Old and New Teſtament, Even ſo come 


Lord IE sus, come quickly, But it may 
be ſaid, will there not be a long Night 
before the Morning of the Reſurrecti- 
on? And is it not very diſcouraging 
to think of lying in the Grave till the 
Conſummation of all Things? But 
let ſuch conſider how inſenſibly the 
Night paſſes away when they are aſleep, 
Are they | uneaſy in the Morning that 
they have ſlept ſo many Hours in the 
Night? Or were they troubled about 
it whilſt they were aſleep? Is not the 
Interval between ſleeping and waking 
like a few Moments? Why ſo it will be 
with them that are aſleep. A Thouſand 
Years 
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. Years will be but as Yeſterday when it 
is paſt, and like the Watch of the Night, 
The inexpreſſible Pleaſure with which 
their Souls are entertain'd. in Heaven will 
make them forget the Length of Time 
that their Bodies lye in the Duſt; ſo 
that when they awake in the Morning, 
the intermediate Space will appear to 
them but like a ſhort ſleep. Thus do the 
Faithful ſleep in Jesus. 


6. CM 9 _ Yo > 0. 
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II. Secondly, THE ſecond General 
Head is to conſider the Aſſurance the 
Apoſtle gives us of the Reſurrection, 
and of CHRIST's ſecond Coming; and 
this he places upon the Belief of the Re- 
ſurrection of CHRIS; if we believe that 
Jesus died and roſe again, even ſo them 
alſo that ſleep in JIxsus will Gop bring 
with him. The Doctrine of the Reſur- 
rection was unknown to the Gentiles, they 
had no Expectation of it, but apprehend- 
ed it to be an abſurd and impoſſible Aſ- 
ſertion. It is therefore propoſed by the 
Apoſtle as a Doctrine of pure Revelati- 
on; it was obſcurely revealed to the Fa- 
thers in the Old Teſtament, but is ſet 
in a clear and ſtrong Light by our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviousg, who has told us in expreſs 
Words, I am the Reſurrection and the , 
Life, be that beli ueth in me though be Ia 
be dead, yet ſhall he * And, the Hour 
is 
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F 18 A Funeral Sermon for | 
| is coming in which all that are in their 
Graves, ſhall hear bis Voice and come 1 
forth, they that have done well to 
the Reſurrection of Life, and they that 
have done evil to the Reſurrection of 
Damnation. Nay the Apoſtle ſeems to 4 
make this a fundamental Article of the 
_ Chriſtian / Faith, and wonders that any if 
that make Profeſſion of Chriſtianity | 
4 ſhould call it in queſtion, 1 Cor. xv. 
12, 13. Now if CuarisT be preached 
that he roſe from the Dead, how ſay 
ſome of you that there is no Reſurrec- 
tion of 734 Dead : if there be u0 Re- 
' ſarrettion of the Dead then is CuxisT 
not riſen, and if CuxisT be not riſen, 
then is our preaching vain, and your 
Faith alſo vain, and then alſo they that 
are fallen aſleep in CHhRISTH are peri- 
| ſhed. So that the Aſſurance we have 
of our own ReſurreCtion depends up- 
on our Belief of the Reſurrection of ß 
CHrisT: If we are fatisfy'd of the Þ 
Truth of His Reſurrection, we may be 
ſure of our owz, for he is the fit 
Fraits of them that ſleep, and F the 
Spirit of him that raijed up JE$US, 
. fon the Dead dwell in us, the Spirit 3 
11. of him that raiſed up CHRIST from the | N ti 
Dead ſhall alſo quicken our mortal Bo. 1 
dies by his Spirit that dwells in us. 2 
Bur with the Doctrine of the Reſur= t 
; | rection 
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Mrs. Anne Phillibrown 
rection the Apoſtle joins alſo the ſecond 
Coming of Caxist, as Facts that de- 
pend upon each other, and will come 
to paſs at the ſame Time. For when 
Z OCuxisT comes to judge the World, 
then are thoſe that have been aſleep 
in the Grave, to come forth, that he 
may bring them along with him. From 
hence therefore he would have us con- 
clude, | : 

Taz Certainty of a final Judgment, 
for whither can we ſuppoſe that CNR IST 
will bring them that have been aſleep 
in JESsVs, but to his Tribunal, that 
they may have an open Trial, and a 
publick Commendation in the Preſence 
of their Enemies and Perſecutors; that 
theſe may hear the great Judge of the 
World faying to them, Well aone good 
and faithful Servants, ye have been 
faithful in a little, I will make you Ru- 
lers over much, enter into the Toy of your 
Lord. The Certainty of a general Judg- 
ment at the laſt Day is hardly to be 
gather'd from the Light of Nature, our 
Reaſon teaches us, that every one at 
his Death will appear before his Judge, 
and receive a Recompence according 
to what he has done in the Body, bur 
We cannot conclude from thence that 
there will be a general Summons of 
the whole World to ſtand before Gov, 
C 2 and 


' * 
| 


. 4 „ ” 1 1 „„ * & ads +4." ta FE. * — " N 
oY * L 4 y 4g * * N * . * * * n Q FI I" 
; . wes = ob Maa 0 ied: 
» 2 A | : , a . 5 N 
| . ; — . 1 — | a 
* "4% 2 . , * . * 2 — » 
„ f - 9 34 5 | 
4 * 8 : * - a : - . ” 
"A Jo a - mY * 4 * = 
* - a % ; , . = 
» * 4 1 - . 
- — . / 


and undergo a publick Trial at the 
laſt Day. This is a Doctrine of pure 
Revelation, but is aſſerted in the ſtrong- 


AQs xvii. eſt Terms. Gop has appointed a Day 


31. 


wherein he will judge the World in 
Righteouſueſs by the Man whom he has 
ordain'd whereof he has given Aſſurance 


to all Men in that be has raiſed him 


Rom. xiv. from the Dead. And again, We - ſhall 


30, 12. all ſtand before the Judgment Seat of 


CHRIST, and every one of us ſhall give 
an Account of himſelf unto Gov. 

We may - conclude -farther, that the 
Place of Judgment will not be where 
the Souls of them that have ſlept in 


IJksus have been at reſt, for the Ex- 


preſſion in ry Text implies a Remo- 
val from one Place to another : Nor 
does the Scripture determine politively 
where CarisT will ere& his Tribunal, it 
cannot be in Heaven, becauſe the Wick- 
ed as well as the Godly are to ſtand 
before it, and we are told that nothing 
that is unclean or unſanftify'd ſhall enter 
into that holy Place; nor can it be 
upon this Earth, becauſe the Heavens 
are to paſs away with a great Noiſe, 
and the Element to melt with fervent 
Heat, the Earth alſo and the Works 
which are thereiu, are to be burnt u 
with Fire before the great and terrib 
Day of the Lok D comes. It is om 
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Mrs. Anne Phillibrowne. 21 
ble therefore that this grand Aſſiz ze 
will be held in the vaſt Expanſum, or 
Region of the Air, becauſe CHRIST 
is faid to come in the Clouds, and they 
that are then alive will be caught up | 
to meet the Lord in the Air. | : 

Now, to this Place will Gop bring 
the Souls and Bodies of them that have 
ſlept in Jzsus : He will put himſelf at 
their Head, and they ſhall make a 
Part of his Train, it is ſaid in one Place 
of Scripture that the LoxD will come 
with ten Thouſand of his Saints; and 
in another, that he will bring. all his Ho- 
ly Angels along with him. Theſe are to 
gather his Elect from the four Winds, 
and to guard them to the Place of 
Judgment: They are alſo to be the Mi- 
niſters of Divine Juſtice to execute the 
Sentence that will be pronounced upon 
the Wicked. Let us imagine the Infinite- 
ly Glorious IJEsus at the Head of all his 
Elect, made up of the glorified Souls 
and Bodies of them that have ſlept in 
him from the beginning of Time to the 
end of it, whoſe Numbers are ten Thon- 
ſand times ten Thouſand, and Thouſands 
of Thouſands : And encompaſſed with an 
inuumerable Company of Angels. What 
a vaſt Compaſs of the Air will be ta- 
ken up, when Heaven ſhall be thus emp- 
tied of its Inhabitants! How joy ful 


Epheſ. iv. 
17. 
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__ * will be the Sight, if we find ourſelves * 
_ amongſt the happy Number ! But how | 
will CHRIST bring his Saints along 
with him? I anſwer in manner of a 
Triumph, for as he will then appear 
in his own Glory as Mediator, and in 
the Glory of his Father; his Saints will 
be adorn'd with all the Excellencies 
and Perſections of glorified Creatures, 
I having Crowns on their Heads and Palms 
| in their Hands; their Bodies will be 
like the glorified Body of CHrisT, free 
from all the Weakneſſes and Imperfec- 
tions that attend them in this Life. 
They will be ſpiritual, incorruptible, 
and glorious Bodies; and their Soul- 
will be adorned with all heavenly Gra- 
ces and Virtues, and chiefly with the 
Love of Gov, and of each other, they 
will be of one Heart and Soul: All 
their Miſtakes will be rectified, and 
all their Prejudices laid aſide; Joy will 
fill every Heart, and the Praiſes of God 
and of the Lams will be upon every 
Lip: They that were in mean Circum- 
ſtances in this World, will be advanced 
to the higheſt Degree of Honour, be- 
ing made Rings and Prieſis to God 
aud the Father. | 

| AND that which will farther encreaſe 
A the Happineſs of this Day, is, that if 
we belong to the ſame Family, we 
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ſhall then meet our departed Friends 
and Relations in CR Is, and converſe 
with them again, for if Heaven be a 
State of perfect Knowledge, we muſt 
certainly be acquainted with the glo- — 
rious Company of which we are to be 
XZ a Part, with Abraham, Iaac, and Jacob, 
wich the noble Army of Martyrs and 
Confeſſors for CuxisT, and among o- 
thers with all that were our Chriſtian 
Friends and Relations upon Earth; and 
it will add to the Happineſs of this 
Meeting, that all our Tears will then 
be wiped away, and we ſhall never be 
parted from each other any more; there 
is certainly a Communion between the 
IX Spirits of juſt Men made perfect in their 
IF ſeparate State though we cannot con- 
2X cetive of the Manner of it, but it is ea- 
ſier to apprehend how it may be car- 
ried on at CHRISI's ſecond Coming, be- 
cauſe then their Bodies will be reuni- 
ted to their Souls, they will then ſee 
as they are ſeen, and know as they are 
knows. The Bodies of them that have 
been afleep in the Duſt for many Ages 
will then awake, and thoſe that ſhall 
be alive on the Earth at that Time, 
will be caught up together with them 
in the Clouds to meet the Loxp in 
the Air, when every glorified Soul ſhall 
take Poſſeſſion of his own proper wm 

an 
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= and remain in that State of Union for 
ver . 


Ix then this be the happy State of the 


Faithful at Death, that they ſeep in 
Fesvs; and if in the Morning of the Re- 
ſurrection Gop will bring them along 


with him: If we ſhall then meet our 


departed Friends and Relations in Chriſt, 
and never part with them again, it muſt 


then follow, 


III. Tur we ought not ta ſorrow for 
them, as thoſe that have no ones” Tt 
is lawful to mourn for the Dead, eſpe- 


cially when the Church of Gop, or our- 


ſelves and Families have ſuſtained a very 


conſiderable Loſs by their Removal; 


for if we are to rejoice at the kind 


Diſpenſations of Providence, we ought 


certainly to be affected when his Hand 
is ſtretched out againſt us; this has 
been the Practice of all the Nations, and 
is very conſiſtent with our Chriſtian Pro- 
feſſion. When our Bleſſed Saviouk 


ſtood over Lazarus's Grave He wept, 


and when Paul was taking his laſt Fare- 
wel of the Chriſtians at Miletus, they 


Ad xx. wept ſore, and fell on his Neck and kiſ- 


37, 38. 


— 


ſed him, ſorrowing moſt of all for the 
Words he had ſpoken, that they ſhould 
fee his Face no more. But then we 
{ſhould endeavour to. ſet bounds to our 


** Paſſions 
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Paſſions and keep them within the Com- 


paſs of Reaſon and Chriſtianity ! Some 
have been ready to think that our Pa- 


ſons ought to be ranked among the 


Weakneſſes, and Infirmities of our Na- 


tures, becauſe we are commanded to 
ſubdue them, and becauſe the ſtronger 
Mens Paſſions are, the leſs they are un- 
der the Government of Reaſon and Re- 
ligion: But theſe Objections lie only a- 
gainſt the Exceſs of Paſſion, and not a- 


X gainſt the Thing itſelf; the Paſſions of 


Love, Joy, Deſire, Grief, yea, and An- 
ger itſelf are Ornaments to our Nature, 


on proper Occaſions, and when they 


are laid under due Reſtraint ; but the 
Government of the Paſſions is allowed 
to bea very great Attainment ; He that 


can rule his Spirit, is better than he Prov. avi. 
that taketh a City: We are therefore 3* 


to watch over them, eſpecially when 


we find them ready to overflow: The 


Providence of Gop calls ſome of us at 
this Time to Weeping and Lamentati- 
on; and there 4s certainly a juſt Occa- 
ſion for it, but let us be careful at the 


' fame Time not to give way to an Ex- 


ceſs of Paſſion, as it we were ſorrow- 
ing for one, of whom we had no Hope. 
Now our Grief is exceſſive when it-pro- 
duces either of theſe two Effects. 


D Firſt, 
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Firſt, WHERX it diſpoſes us to fret 
and murmur againſt the Methods of Di. 
vine Providence; for God is an abſolute 
Sovereign in the Government of his Crea- 
tures, and gives not an Account of any 
of his Matters: The Iſſues of Life and 
Death are with him, and if He will 
Pluck up, and cut off and take away, 
who can hinder him, or who may ſay 
to him what doeſt thou? It is our Du- 
ty to bow to the Will of Gop, and to 
ubmit to the Determinations of Infi- 
nite Wiſdom : Weare not proper Judges 
of the Reaſons of his Government, and 
therefore when we have expreſs'd our 
Deſires, and done our Duty, we muſt be 
till and know that he is Gov : If it be 
his Pleaſure that we part with our beſt 
DN and moſt valuable Friends at this Time, 
and in this Manner, we are to endea- 
vour to compole our - Spirits, and ſay, 
though it be with Tears, the Will -of 
the Lok be done. But when our Spi- 
rits riſe againſt Go , and we are an- 
gry with our Maxtx; when we call 
him- an unkind Maſter, and are ready 
to ſay within our ſelves this Evil is of 
the Lord, why ſhould I wait on the Lord 
any longer: Our Paſſions are then im- 
moderate and exceſſive. Jo ee 
Secondly, Our Grief is immoderate; 

| when it ſinks our Spirits, and unfits 
| "WF 
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as for the remaining Duties of Life; 
ſome have given ſuch way to their 
"Grief. for the Death of Friends, as has 
laid the Foundation of an habituab Me- 
lancholy, which they could never ſhake 
off: We ſhould therefore remember that 
we are ſtill in the Body, and that the | 
Social Duties of Lite are rather encrea- 28 
ſed then lefſen'd by ſuch Providences ; 9 
the Care of our / own and our Family's 
Welfare is now of greater Conſequence, 
and has a nearer Dependance upoa our _ 
Health than before: As we are not to 1 
deſpiſe the Chaſtnings of the Lozv, we 
are likewiſe not to taint when we are 
rebuked of him. The Patriarch Ja- 
.cob was therefore to blame, when he 
[refuſed to be comforted after he had 
heard of the Death of his beloved Son 
Joſeph, and had mourned for him ma- 
ny Days, uttering theſe diſcontented 
Words; I will go down to the Grave Geneſis 
to my Son mourning. When our Paſ- zxxvii. 
ſions riſe to this Height they are exceſ. 3% 35. 
live, and we are guilty of that which 
the Apoſtle exhorts the Theſſalonians a- 
gainſt in my Text, ſorrowing as them 
that have no Hope. | 
Now the Evil of this, beſides, what 
has been already mention'd, lies in theſe 
two Things. | 
D 2 Fit, 
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_ Firſtly, Ir looks as if we were igno- 
rant concerning them that are aſleep, 
or did not know what was become of 
them ; as if we did not apprehend that 
they were ſleeping in Jesus, and that 
their Souls are in a much better Place, 
and more agreeably employed than when 
they were in the Body, it argues a 
Disbelief of their preſent Happineſs, or 
Want of a due Reflection on it: Could 
we lift our Eyes up to Heaven, and 
look towards the happy Regions of the 
Spirits of juſt Men made perfect. Could 
we ſee the departing Saint entring in- 
to Mount Sion, the City of the Living 
Gop, the Heavenly Jeruſalem, taking 
her Place among the innumerable Com- 
pany of glorified Saints and Angels, and 
beginning to ſing with them, the Song 
of Moſes and of the Laws, we ſhould 
then rejoice in her Happineſs even whilſt 
we were bewailing our o, Loſs, as 
our SAVIour ſaid to his Diſciples: 
If ye loved me, ye would rejoice in that 
J go to my Father, and ye ſee me no 
more. ky | | 

Secondly, Ir argues a Disbelief the 

Reſurrecizon ; and f our happy Meet- 

ing them again at the ſecond Coming 
CHx1ST; The Gentiles ſorrowed as 
them that had no Hope, becauſe they 
were ignorant of the Reſurrection; 
when 
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when they parted with their Friends 
they gave them up for loſt, and de- Y 
ſpaired of ever ſeeing them again; but = 
if we believe that Jesus died and roſe | | 
again, and are fatisfied that at the laſt 17 
Day, we, with the reſt that are deep - 
in Ixsus, ſhall awake out of the Dutt, 9 
and be caught up in the Clouds, to 7 
meet the Lo Rp in the Air, and be 
for ever with him, we .ought then to 
moderate our Grief, for our departed 
Friends, for yet 4 little while, and he 
that ſhall come; will come likewiſe to 33. 
us," and will not tarry, and will bring 
his Reward along with him. 


I ſhall now make ſome ſhort Re- 
marks upon this Diſcourſe. 


1. WE may learn from hence the - 
Excellencies of the Chriſtian Religion : 4 
The Heathens had very imperfe& No- 

tions of a future State, being in a man- 

ner ignorant concerning them that are S 
aſleep, but Life and Immortality are —YF 
brought to Light by the Goſpel, which 
aſſures us of the Happineſs of our Souls 5 
after Death, and of the Reſurrection of 
the Body at the laſt Day: Without this it 
would be hardly worth while to dexy owr= . 
ſelves, and take up our Croſs. For tho? the 1 55 
keeping Gop's Commandments is at- _— 
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tended with a preſent Reward, yet if 
in this Life only we had Hope, we 
ſhould be of all Men moſt miſerable, 
Bleſſed therefore be Gop who of his a- 
bundant Mercies has begotten us. again 
to à lively Hope by the Reſurrection 
of CurisT from the Dead, ta an Inhe- 
ritance incorruptible, undefiled, aud that 
' Fadeth not away, but is veſerved- in 
Heaven for us. ul oi. x a 
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2. We may learn from hence that 
CuarsT by his Suffering aud Reſurrec- |} 
tion, bas taken the Sting out of Death, 
and diſarm'd it in ſome Meaſure of its 
Terrors: It is a conquer'd Enemy, and 
will at laſt be deitroy'd, when the 
Trumpet ſhall ſound, and the Dead 
ſhall be raiſsd incorruptible : Death i 
will reign over Mankind untill the Con- 


ſummation of all Things; All muſt ſfub- De 
mit to its Stroke, but we ſhall not con- L We 
tinue always under its Power, for Chriſt go 
has ſaid, He will be its Deſtruct ian; in 
and when at his ſecond Coming, he bu 


commands the Grave to give up its i 
Dead, there ſhall afterwards be #o more of 


Death, nor Sorrow nor Pain for the for- 


mer Things ſhall be paſt away. en 
3. LET us be carefull to live after re: 
ſuch a Manner, that when we come to th 
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die wwe may ſleep in Jesus, and that 

we may do this, let us believe in Chriſt, 
| rely upon lis Merits for our Reconei- 
lation with Gov, and commit ourſelves 
to him by well doing. Let us receive 
kim in all his Offices, as our One: 

Prieſt and King: Let us take his Yoke 
upon us, and endeavour to walk in all 
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X leſs : Theſe: are the great Duties of 
2X Chriſtianity, and they who live in the 
XX wilfull Neglect of them, can expect no 
Advantage by the Atonement of Chriſt: 


not die in him. He will not own us 
for his Diſciples, but will fay to us 
at laſt, Depart from me, for I know yo 
_ TY 
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4. WrrrtsT we are mourning the 
Death of others, let us remember that 
we ourſehves are mortal. Our Friend is 
gone a little before, but we muſt follow 
in the ſame Way, we ſhall go to her, 
but ſhe ſhall not return ro us, the Grave 
s the Houſe of all Living, and none 
of us know how ſoon we may be laid 
up in it. Our deceaſed Siſter was tak- 
en away in the midſt of her Days and 
Uſefulneſs; Let us therefore be always 


think not, the Son of Man may come. 
: | How 
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his Ordinances and Inſtitutions blame- 


If we don't live to the Loxp, we ſhall 


ready, becauſe at an Hour which we 
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How ſad will it be if any of you ſhould 
be deprived of your Senſes, and ſtruck 
with Death before you have made your 
Peace with Gop ! You would then nei- 
ther ſleep in IEsus when you die, nor 
le down with the Hopes of a joyful Re- 
ſurrection, but with the terrible Appre» 
henfions of having both Body and Soul 
| caſt into Hell: Give all Diligence there- 
= fore to make your Calling and Electi- 
13 on ſure, by improving your preſent Op- 
portunity, and reſolving henceforward 
to ſeek in good Earneſt the Kingdom 
of Gop and the Righteouſneſs thereof: 
Happy would it be, if this Melancholy 
Providence might have this good Et- 
fect upon any Sinner in this Place! 


5. LET 4s be Followers of them Who 
through Faith and Patience inherit the 

| Promiſes; We have a great and un- 
common Example before us, of one, 
who with a ſweet natural Temper which 
1 made her the Deſire and Delight of 
1 her Relations and Friends, had a great 
160 Meaſure of the Grace of Go b. By 
the Account ſhe gave me of herſelf a- 
bove nineteen Years ago, when - ſhe be- 
came a Member of this Church, it ap- 
pears that from a Child ſhe was ac- 
quainted with the Holy Scriptures, and 
* gave early Prooſs of her Converſion 
| to 
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to GOD. From this Time ſhe kept a 
Diary of the moſt remarkable Pro- 
vidences that befel her, and particular- 
ty of the Frame of her Spirit before 
and after her monthly communicating 
at the Loxy's Table. It appears from 
hence, that ſhe kept a {ſtrict Watch o- 
ver her Heart, and maintained a con- 
ſtant Converſe with Heaven by Pray- 
er and holy Meditation. Thoſe that 
knew her, will not ſuſpect me of Flat- 
tery when I ſay ſhe was an Example 
to the Believers in Faith, in Charity, 
in Purity of Life, and in the Orna- 
ment of a meek and quiet Spirit which 
7s in the Sight of God of great Price. 
Suk filled up every Relation of 
Lite with a conſcientious Regard-to the 
Duties of it; {ſhe was a dutiful and 
affectionate Child to her aged Parents, 
one of whom yet ſurvives; and the 
deep Impreſſions that were made up- 
on her Spirit, by the Death of the 
other about ſix Months ago were ne- 
ver defaced, but remained with her to 
the laſt; and in a Manner drank up her 
Spirit: For the Space of ſixteen Years 
in which ſhe filled up the Marriage Re- 
lation, ſhe was in the Opinion of the 
beſt Judges, a modeſt induſtrious and 
prudent Wife, an indulgent — 
E er 
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her Children, friendly to her Neigh- 
bours, charitable to the Poor and uni- 
verſally beloved by all that knew her. 

IN her laſt Sickneſs which was long 
and violent ſhe enjoyed the Supports 
and Comforts of a well ſpent Life, 
having a firm Satisfaction of her In- 
tereſt in CaeisT. And a chearful 
Submiſſion to the Will of Gop either 
to live or die: In all her Agonies and 
Pains ſhe never once murmured or 
complained of Gop, and when {he felt 

, the Change which ſhe ſeemed to ap- 
prehend from the Beginning of her 
Sickneſs, ſhe had none of the Terrors 
of approaching Death, but when Na- 
ture was ſpent, ſhe commended her Fa- 
mily and Children to Gop in a ſhort 
Prayer, and died with theſe Words in 
her Mouth, It is fniſbed. 


Now let me beſeech you that ſur- 
vive to be Followers of this excellent 
. Perſon as far as ſhe followed CurisrT, 
for the Deſign of producing this Cha- 
racter 1s not to Flatter the Dead, but 
to be of Uſe to the Living. Remem- 
ber therefore how ſhe lived, and con- 
ſider the End of her Converſation. 
Tut Loſs of ſuch a Perſon out of a 
Tami. a Church, or a Neighbourhood 
ought 


Mrs. Anne Phillibrowne. 
ought to be lamented; it is a ſevere 


Stroke of Providence, the more ſo, 
becauſe ſhe. was taken from us in the very 
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; midſt of her Days and Uſefulneſs. O that 
8 it may be ſanctified and rightly improv- 
5 ed! That if it be the Will of Go p 
a ſome good may come out of this Evil! 
1 That the neareſt Relations who are 
r moſt ſenſibly Afflicted may be ſuppor- 
| ted under it! and that GOD would 
r comfort her aged Father who has one 
t Foot already in the Grave, and her 
" mournful Relict with the little mo- 
r therleſs Children, and be better to them 
8 than the Relation they have loſt! . 
- AND whilt the ſeveral Relations 


are mourning the Loſs of a Daughter, 

a Wife, a Mother, and a Siſter. Let 

them not ſorrow as them that have 

no Hope, for though they may have 

ſuſtained an irreparable Loſs, let them 

remember that ſhe is a Gainer by this 
Change, her Body is fallen aſleep in . 
Jksus and her Soul is entertaining 
itſelf wich the Joys of Heaven and the 
Pleaſures that are at Go v's Right 
Hand, and though you will never ſee 
her more in this World, yet the Time 
is coming when you will meet her 
with inexpreſſiible Satisfaction and De- 
light; for if you believe that Jeſus 25 
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et d *rofe again, ben fo ig alf 
which fleep in 0 will 2 12 
Wir him; and this de ſay by th 


| Word of the Lord, thet they whith 


ſpall be eanght 


are ahbe and remain unto bis Coming, 
together with In 
3n the Clouds to meet the Lord in the 
Air, and ſo ſhall ever be with the Lord. 
Words, comfort one We er with theſe 
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